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dispelling the concept of the Mediterranean as a “Garden of Eden,” he stresses the 
tough environment of the region and the constant battle between humans and 
natural forces. 

On balance, this is a well-conceived volume that should interest readers from 
a variety of disciplinary backgrounds. Its major drawback, as noted above, is its 
Euro-centered orientation and consequent neglect of many of the compelling is- 


sues facing the North African and eastern Mediterranean states. Bibliography, in- 
dex—M..P.T. 


MICHAEL T. KLARE 


Resource Wars: The New Landscape of Global Conflict 
New York: Metropolitan Books, 2001. 289 p. $26.00. 


Competition for natural resources, it is sometimes argued, is diminishing in im- 
portance as a source of international conflict. Economic performance increasingly 
relies on technology and human capital rather than resources. Many recent con- 
flicts have had more to do with national and ethnic rivalries (if not as yet with 
“clashes of civilizations”). Michael Klare is unpersuaded: resources remain cen- 
tral, both for the United States and for the world as a whole. For the US, the Cold 
War in retrospect was a temporary interruption, for a time defining strategic in- 
terests in political and ideological rather than economic terms. With its ending, 
“resource issues reassumed their central role in U.S. military planning.” For the 
world in general, he writes, “a new geography of conflict” is emerging, “a global 
landscape in which competition over vital resources is becoming the governing 
principle behind the disposition and use of military power.” Not all resources mat- 
ter: most of those once thought to be limits to growth have proved ample in sup- 
ply or the need for them has been skirted by shifts in technology. Geopolitical 
concern is mainly with oil (and natural gas) and, in significant regions, water. The 
three oil and gas regions Klare discusses are the Persian Gulf, the Caspian basin, 
and (still mainly potential) the South China Sea. The water conflicts treated are 
those of the Jordan, the Nile, the Tigris and Euphrates, and the Indus. Population 
growth is appreciably implicated in water conflicts, but not much in oil. The new 
geography thesis is extended to encompass timber, diamonds, and certain mineral 
ores, which have been recent sources of conflict within states, particularly in Af- 
rica. For the most part these are lootable commodities rather than “vital resources” 
affecting strategic balances. However, Klare sees a progression through militariza- 
tion of claims and increasing involvement of outside powers. Appendix listing oil- 
and gas-related territorial disputes, index.—G.McN. | 


KOREA INSTITUTE FOR HEALTH AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS AND UNITED NATIONS 
POPULATION FUND 


Low Fertility and Policy Responses to Issues of Ageing and Welfare 

Seoul: Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs, 2000. xii + 400 p. (pbk). 

The papers included in this volume address issues and policy responses in coun- 
tries experiencing below-replacement fertility, with a focus on East and Southeast 
Asia. Yap Mui Teng, writing about Singapore, rehashes the familiar story that not 
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